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 AUGUST CAN BE AWESOME OR AWFUL 
 August 30, 2015 
 GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
 
I.  Schedule: The start and finish of the event is at Noble Roman’s on State Road 46 (about a half mile west of 

Interstate 65 on the west side of Columbus, IN.  There is a traffic light at the top of the hill.  Turn right to 
enter the shopping center on the north side of SR46 and look for the check point sign. 
Registration:    12:00 - 12:45 PM 
Drivers Meeting     12:45 PM promptly 
First car receives route instructions    1:00 PM 
First car starts course    1:01 PM  
First car completes course  Approximately 4 PM  

 
II.  Concept of the rally: This is a Time-Speed-Distance rally with an emphasis on course following; i.e. it is a 

trap rally with a GTA overlaid.  See paragraph VIII for the special instructions that apply only to the GTA 
portion of this rally. 

 
All roads used on this rally are public roads, both paved and unpaved.  No private drives, dead end, 
cemetery, or otherwise obstructed roads are used, referenced, or counted. 

 
The course following priorities for the rally are: 
1. Right at T  unless the numbered route instruction (NRI) specifically says “Left at T”   
2. Execute a Special Instruction. 
3. Execute the numbered route instruction (NRI) if the conditions have been met. 
4. As straight ahead as possible.  

 
Special Instruction(s) (SI) may be invoked at Open Controls.  They will automatically expire at the next 
Open Control unless the instruction specifically says otherwise. 

 
Numbered route instructions (NRI) that are redundant with the listed course following priorities will be 
accompanied by an Official Mileage in the left margin and must be executed at that mileage + 0.1 miles.  
Redundant means that the listed course following priorities should cause you to do the same thing as the 
NRI.  They are used at locations where less experienced competitors might get confused.   

 
The course is constrained within a Box bounded by State Roads 46 on the north, 135 on the west, 58 on the 
south, and Interstate 65 on the east.  This means that no roads outside the Box exist, unless the NRI 
specifically tells you that it does.  You can drive on the boundary roads. 

 
Speeds will be 33 miles per hour on paved roads and 22 miles per hour on unpaved roads unless specified 
in a NRI or SI, in which case it will be effective at the point of execution of the NRI or SI.  Example: An 
NRI puts you on a paved road and says CAST 38.  You then proceed straight ahead (Priority 4.) onto a 
gravel road.  At this point you CAST 22 without further instruction.  You then turn right at a T (Priority 
1.) onto a paved road.  At this point you CAST 33 without further instruction.   
 
On occasion, an assigned CAST may be higher than a posted speed limit.  You will always have plenty of 
time to make up the time before the nest open control.  In one case it is into a DIYC.  Just do the DIY 
calculation at the assigned speed. 
 
For purposes of this rally there is an automatic pause of half a minute (50 hundredths) any time that you 
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encounter a ford (see the Glossary) while driving the course. 
 
III. Scoring will be by a combination of Open Controls (checkpoints) marked by a Check Point Sign where 

you will stop and receive a new start time assigned by the checkpoint crew; and Do It Yourself (DIY) 
check points where you will calculate your arrival time, enter it on the scorecard, and create your own start 
time for the next leg.  At a DIY, your start time is exactly two whole minutes after your arrival time 
(Example: Arrival time is 1:35.42, Departure time is 1:37.42)  DIY’s will be designated in the 
instructions.  The outmarker of a DIY is the same as the in line of the DIY. 

 
 

Penalties: 1 point for each 0.01 minute early or late up to a maximum of 200 points.   
200 points for missing an open control.   
50 points for creeping (less than 1/2 the CAST) or for entering a control backwards. 
Disqualification for getting ticketed by any police agency. 

 
IV.  The course was measured using a 1998 Contour SVT shod with 205R55HR16 Nokian WR-G3 tires 

inflated to 32 psi cold.  The measurement was made with a Timewise 798A computer receiving its input 
from the left rear tire that was corrected to statute miles as established by an official test zone on US31 
between Franklin and Edinburg, IN. 

 
Mileage will re-zero at the outmarker of check points, including DIY’s.   

 
V.  SIGNS: Extremely obscure signs are not used for course following on this rally. And critically, any sign 

used, or referenced, must be inside the “Box”! 
 
VI.  Landmarks may be identified by signs, but usually require that you recognize them for what they are.   
 
VII. There are no real opportunities for a rest break on the course, so a regular stop is not included.  If you 

need to stop, you are to request a delay allowance at the next open checkpoint.  Delay allowances are to 
be requested in whole minutes plus 1/2 minute so that there is no possibility that you would try to enter the 
control at the same time as a car that was on time.  Example: You stop for 5 minutes, so you request an 
allowance of 5.50 minutes and treat the extra time as an extra pause, i.e. you wait the extra half minute 
before you resume the course. 

 
VIII. GTA Instructions:  All of the course following rules apply to the GTA portion of the rally!  I strongly 

recommend that you try to maintain the speeds that are given, neither running ahead or behind because 
either will really screw up my control movements! 

 
 Scoring will be continuous from start to finish; i.e. you won’t get any answers at any of the open controls.  

However, I strongly recommend that you stop at all open controls and get a control slip so that you are 
aware of any special instructions that may be issued, at least if you expect to finish the rally! 

 
 You will be given a list of signs that you will be looking for all of the time from the start to the finish.  The 

answer sheet lists the NRI’s as 1 – 2, 2 – 3, etc.  You are to write down the number of any sign that you 
see during the applicable interval (if you see more than one of the same sign, you only need to list it once).  
If you don’t see any of the signs during an interval, make sure that you put down the number 1!  All of the 
signs on the list are out there, and you may see some of them multiple times in multiple intervals. 
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IX. Glossary: 
 

 after -  anywhere from one inch to infinity past (as defined by your direction of travel) the 
referenced landmark. 

 
 at -  in the vicinity of. 
 
 bear -   to change direction substantially less than 90 degrees.  Requires a direction.  (Some clubs 

do not require a direction, in which case, see the notes to {Turn}) 
 
 before -  at the last opportunity preceding and in sight of the referenced landmark. 
 
 CAST -  Change Average Speed To.  Speeds will be stated in miles per hour. 
  
 Control -  a location on the course designated for measurement of time for the purpose of scoring.  

Controls may be “open” as marked by a checkpoint sign and where rally vehicles are required to stop; 
“closed” where cars are timed as they pass by; or “DIY” where teams calculate their own time of passage 
to turn in at a later time. 

 
 crossroad -  an intersection at which two public roads cross each other at grade level, regardless of the 

angle. 
 
 ford -   a place where the rally car is required to drive through a body of flowing water. 
 
 free zone -  an area of the rally course where an open or closed control (check point) will not be 

located.  Once you are told to begin a free zone, it remains in effect until you are told to end it. 
 
 intersection -  meeting, or crossing of two or more public roads 
 
 keep -   where there is a choice of two directions to go, but one is straighter than the other, this term 

is used to clarify exactly what should be done, and is applied to the straighter of the two choices.  A 
“keep” instruction must have a direction “L” or “R”, and must be accompanied by an official mileage.  (It 
is essentially a redundant instruction that is included to assist beginners.) 

 
 Left -  to change direction as indicated. 
 
 ODO check -  a section at the beginning of the rally course used for comparing your odometer to the 

official odometer for the purpose of determining a correction factor.  The ODO check is a free zone in its 
entirety. 

  
 opportunity - a place at which an instruction could possibly be executed. 
 
 pause -  to increase the elapsed time of the rally course by the specified amount while traveling zero 

distance. (This is easy - stop for the specified time.) 
 
 ( ) -   information contained within parenthesis is of a helpful or informative nature and is NOT 

REQUIRED for correct execution of the route instructions. 
 
 paved -  a road surface made of asphalt or concrete. 
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 Right -  to change direction as indicated 
 
 RXR -  intersection of the rally course and a railroad as identified by either “Railroad” “Crossing” 

(cross bucks) or “RXR” sign.  (By this definition, tracks without a sign cannot be identified in an 
instruction by the abbreviation RXR.) 

 
 sideroad -  a road which intersects the rally course from one direction only. 
 
 sign -   a panel carrying some kind of legend erected to convey information about, or to identify 

something.  Signs must appear facing, be parallel to, or be some angle in between, the rally course in the 
direction of travel; i.e. it shall never be necessary to look backwards to see a legal sign.  One background 
(panel) constitutes one sign.  There can be more than one sign on a single supporting structure.  
Mailboxes and moveable objects may not be used as signs.  (Examples of the latter would be farm 
implements and cars with signs parked where they are visible from the course.)  Faded and / or obscure 
parts of signs should not be referenced because changes in lighting due to weather or season might result 
in their becoming unreadable during the event. (Example: rain on a faded wood background 

 
 SR -   State Road or State Highway (must always be followed by a number without quotation 

marks. 
 
 “ ” -   The information contained between the quotation marks will constitute some or all of the 

legend on a sign.  It is up to the competitor to determine which applies.  Spelling must be exact!  (This is 
a fabulous trap opportunity because there are lots of signs out there with errors on them.  Example: “No 
Pedaling” and “No Peddling” which once occurred on a rally course approximately a half mile apart as the 
location for a substantial speed change.  Pick the wrong one and you were off by more than a minute at 
the next control.) 

 
 T -   a place where two roads intersect in the general shape of the letter T.  T’s are always 

approached from the stem; i.e. from the bottom.  (There is a category of intersections known as “slant 
T’s” which are always contentious; i.e. those where the angle between the stem and the top are not equal 
on both sides.  The question is: Is it a T, or is it a straight ahead?  My personal take is that if it is in any 
way questionable, it is a T.  I feel that virtually anybody can distinguish a difference in angle of 20 
degrees; i.e an angle of 80 degrees to one side and 100 degrees to the other.  This should be counted as a 
straight ahead in the direction of the larger angle.) 

 
 traffic light - an intersection controlled by a single or multiple signal light(s).  (Note that this could be 

either a flashing red/yellow light (Blinker(s)) (depending on direction of approach), or red/yellow/green 
sequentially operating light(s).) 

 
 turn -   to change direction either left or right as the opportunity presents itself.  (A direction is not 

required.)   
 
 unpaved -  any road for which the normal driving area is not surfaced with asphalt or concrete.  

 


